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XVII Continued
It fell as I judged from the sound

tmd the circles on the water within a
yard of the pipe And Rupert taking
out his revolver began to shoot at it
The first two shots missed the bottle
but hit the pipe The third shattered
the bottle I hoped that the young ruf-
fian

¬

would be content but he emptied
the other barrels at the pipe and one
skimming over the pipe whistled
through my hair as I crouched on the
other side

Ware bridge a voice cried to my
relief

Rupert and De Gautet cried A mo-
ment

¬

and ran across The bridge was
drawn back and all became still The
clock struck a quarter past 1 I rose
and stretched myself and yawned

I think some 10 minutes had passed
when I heard a slight noise to my right
I peered over the pipe and saw a dark
figure standing in the gateway that led
to the bridge It was a man By the
careless graceful poise I guessed it U
lie Rupert again He held a sword in
his hand and he stood motionless for
a minute or two Wild thoughts ran
through me On what mischief was the
young fiend bent now Then he laugh- -

SWORD SWORD

ed low to himself then he turned his
face to wall took a step In my di-
rection

¬

and to my surprise began to
climb down the wall In an Instant I
eaw that there must be steps in
wall it was plain They were cut
or affixed to the wall at intervals of
about 18 inches Rupert set his foot
on the lower one Then he placed his
sword between his teeth turned round
and noiselessly let himself down
the water Had It been a matter of my
life only I would have swam to meet
him Dearly would I have loved to
fight it t with him then and there
with steel on a fine night and none to
come between us But there was the
King I restrained myself but I could
not bridle my swift breathing and I
watched him with intensest eager-
ness

¬

He swam leisurely And quietly across
There were more footaters up on th
other and he climbed them When
he set foot in gateway standing on
the drawn back bridge he felt in his
pocket and took something out I heard
him unlock door I could hear no
noise ol Its closing behind him He
vanished from my sight

Abandoning my ladder I saw I did
not need it now I swam to the side of
the bridge and climbed halfway up the
steps There I hung with my sword in
my hand listening eagerly The Dukes
room was shuttered and dark There
was a light In the window on the oppo-

site
¬

side of the bridge Not a sound
broke the silence till half past 1

chimed from the great clock in the
tower of the chateau

There were other plots than mine
afoot in the castle that night

XVIII
The Forcing of the Trap

The position wh6rein I stood docs
not appear very favorable to thought
yet for next moment or two I
thought profoundly I had I told my¬

self scored one point Be Rupert
Hcntzaus errand what it might and
the villainy ho was engaged on what
It would I had scored one point He
was on the other side of moat from
the King and it would be by no fault of
mine if ever he set root on tne same
Eldo strain I had three left to deal
with two on euard and De Gautet in
his bed Ah if I had the keys I
would have risked everything and at¬

tacked Detchard and Bersonin before
their friends could Join them But I
was powerless I must wait till the
coming of my friends enticed some one
to cross the bridge some one with the
keys And I waited as it seemed for
half an hour really for about five min ¬

utes before next act in the rapid
drama began

AH was still on the other side The
Dulses room remained inscrutable he
hind its shutters The light burned
steadily in Mme de Maubans window
Then I heard the faintest faintest
sound It came from behind the door
which led to the drawbridge on the
other side of the moat It but just
reached my car yet I could not be mis-
taken

¬

as to --what it was It was made
by a key being turned very carefullj
and slowly Who was turning It And
of what room was It the key There
leaped before my eyes picture of
young Rupert with key in one
hand h sword in other and an
evil smile on his face But I did not
know what door it was nor in which
of his favorite pursuits young Rupert
was spending the hours of that night

I was soon to be enlightened for
the next moment before my friends
could be near the chateau door be¬

fore Johann keeper would have
thought to nerve himself for his task
there was a sudden crash from the
room with the lighted window It
founded as though some one had flung
down a lamp and the window went
dark and black At the same instant
a cry rang out shrill in night
Help help Michael help and was

followed by a shriek of utter terror
J was Uncling In own nerve I

stood on topmost step clinging to
the threshold of the gate with my right
hand and holding my sword in my left
Suddenly I perceived that the gateway
was broader than the bridge there
was a dark corner on the opposite side
where a man could stand I darted
across and stood there Thus placed I
commanded the path and no man
could pass between the chateau and
the old castle till he had tried con
clusions with me

There was another shriek Then a
door was flung open and clanged
against the wall and I heard the han
die of a door savagely twisted

Open the door In Gods name
whats the matter cried a voice the
voice of Black Michael himself

He was answered by the very words
I had written in my letter

Help Michael Hcntzau
A fierce oath rang out from the Duke

and with a loud thud he threw him- -

selt against the door At the same
moment I heard a window above my
head open and a voice cried Whats
the matter and I heard a mans
hasty footsteps I grasped my sword
If De Gautet came my way the Sis
would be less by one more
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Then I heard the clash of crossed
swords and a tramp of feet and I
cannot tell the thing so quickly as it
happened for all seamed to come at
once There was an angry cry from
Madames room the cry of a wounded
man the window was flung open
young Rupert stood there sword In
hand He turned his back and I saw
his body go forward to the lunge

Ah Johann theres one for you
Come on Michael

Johann was there then come to the
rescue of the Duke- - How would he
open the door for me For I feared
that Rupert had slain him

Help cried the Dukes voice faint
and husky

I heard a stir on the stairs above
mo and 7 heard a stir down to my
right in the direction of the Kings
cell But before anything happened
on my side of the moat I saw five or
six men round young Rupert In the
embrasure of Madames window Threo
or four times he lunged with incom-
parable

¬

dash and dexterity For an
instant they fell back leaving a ring
round him He leaped on the parapet
of the window laughing as he leaped
and waving his sword in his hand He
was drunk with blood and he laughed
again wildly as he flung himself head-
long

¬

Into the moat
What became of him then I did

not see for as ho leaped De Gautets
lean face looked out through the door
by me and without a seconds hesita-
tion

¬

I struck at him with all the
strength God had given me and he fell
dead in the doorway without a word
or a groan I dropped on my knees by
him Where were the keys I found
myself muttering The keys man the
keys as though he had been yet alive
and could listen and when I could not
find them I God forgive me I be-
lieve

¬

I struck a dead mans face
At last I had them There were but

three Seizing the largest I felt the
lock of the door that led to the cell
I fitted in the key It was right The
lock turned I drew the door close
behind me and locked It as nolsclesly
as I could putting the key In my pock-
et

¬

I found myself at the top of a flight
of steep stone stairs An oil lamp
burned dimly in the bracket I took
it down and held It in my hand and I
stood and listened

What in the devil can it be 1
heard a voice say

it came from behind a door that
facod me at the bottom of the stairs

And another answered
Shall we kill him

I strained to hear the answer anA
could have sobbed with relief when
Dctchards voice came grating and
cold

Walt a bit Thtre11 bo trouble if
wo strike too soon

There was a moments silence Then
I heard the bolt of the door cautiously
drawn back Instantly I put out the
light I held replacing the lamp in tho
uracKou

Its dark the lamps out Have
you a light said the other voice
Bersonlns

No doubt they had a light but they
should not use it It was come to the
crisis now and I rushed down the steps
anu nunc myseir against the door Ber
sonln had unbolted it and it gave way
ueiore me xne ueigian stood there
swora in nana ana uetcnam was slt
ting ona couch at the side of the room
In astonishment at seeing me Bersonin
recoiled Detchard jumped to his
sword I rushed mndly at the Belgian
he gave way befora me and I drove
him up against the wail Ho was no
swordsman though he fought bravely
and in a moment he lay on the floor
before me I turned Detchard was
not there Faithful to his orders he
had not risked a fight with me but
had rushed straight to tho door of tho
Kings room opened it and slammed it
behind him Even now he was at his
work inside

I And surely he would nave killed the

i
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been for one devoted man who gave
his life for the King For when I
forced tho door the sight I saw was
this The King stood in the corner of
the room broken by his sickness ho
could do nothing his fettered hands
moved uselessly up and down and
he was laughing horribly in half mad
delirium Detchard and the doctor
were together in tho middle of the
room and tho doctor had flung him ¬

self on the murderer pinning his hands
to his sides for an instant Then
Detchard wrenched himself freo from
the feeble grip and as I entered drove
his sword through the hapless man

Then he turned on me crying
At last

We were sword to sword By blessed
chance neither he nor Bersonin had
been wearing their revolvers I found
them afterward ready loaded on the
mantelpiece of the outer room it was
hard by the door n ady to their hands
but my sudden rush in had cut off
access to them Yes we were man to
man and we began to fight silently
sternly and hard let I remember lit-
tle

¬

of it save that the man was my
match with tho sword nay and more
for he knew more tricks than I and
that he forced me back against the
bars that guarded the entrance to
Jacobs ladder And I saw a smilo

on his face and he wounded mo in
the left arm

No glory do I take for that contest
I believe that the man would have
mastered me and slain me and then
done his butchers work for he was
the most skillful swordsman I have
ever met but even as he pressed mc
hard the half mad wasted wan crea-
ture

¬

in the corner leaped high in luna-
tic

¬

mirth shieking
Its Cousin Rudolf Cousin Rudolf

Ill help you Cousin Rudolf and
catching up a chair in his hands he
could but just lift it from the ground
and hold it uselessly before him he
came toward us Hope came to me

Come on I cried Come on
Drive it against his legs

uetcnaru replied with a savage
thrust He all but had me

Come on Come on man I cried
Come and share the fun
And the King laughed gleefully and

came on pushing his chair before him
With an oath Detchird skipped back

and before I knew what ho was doing
had turned his sword against the King
He made one fierce cut at the King
and the King with a piteous cry
dropped where he tood The stout
rufllan turned to face me again But
his own hand had prepared his de-
struction

¬

for in turning he trod in
the pool of blood that flowed from tho
dead physician He slipped he foil
Like a dart I was upon him I caught
him by the throat and before he could
recover himself I drove my blade
through his neck and with a stifled
curse he fell across the body of his
victim

Was tho King dead It was my
first thought I rushed to where he
lay Aye it seemed as if ho were dead
for he had a great gash across the
forehead and he lay still In a huddled
mass on the floor I dropped on my
knees beside him and leaned my ear
down to hear if he breathed But be
fore I could there was a loud rattle
from tho outside I knew the sound
the drawbridge was being pushed out
A moment later it rang home against
the wall on my side of the moat I
should be caught in a trap and the
King with me if he yet lived He must
take his chance to live or to die I
took my sword and passed into tho
outer room AVho were pushing tho
drawbridge out my men If so all
wasjwell My eye fell on the revolvers
andl seized one and paused to listen
in the doorway of the outer room To
listen i ay I Yes and to get mv
breath and I tore my shirt and twisted
a strip of It round my bleeding arm
and stood listening again I would
have given the world to hear Saptx
oce For I was faint spent and

weary And that wildcat Rupert Ilent- -
au was yet at largo In the castio Yet

j because i could better defend the nar-
row

¬

door at the top of the stairs than
the wider entrance to the room I
dragged myself up the steps and stood
behind it listening

What was the sound Again a
strange one for the place and the time
An easy scornful merry laugh the
laugh of young Rupert Hentzau I
could scarcely believe that a sane man
would laugh Yet the laugh told me
that my men had not come for they
must have shot Rupert ere now if they
had come And the clock struck half
past 2 My God The door had not
been opened They had gone to the
bank They had not found me They
had gone by now back to Tarlenhelm
with the news of the Kings death and
mine Well It would bi true before
they got there Was not Rupert laugh ¬

ing in triumph
For a moment I sank unnerved

against the door Then I started up
alert again for Rupert cried scorn-
fully

¬

Well the bridge I1 there Come
over It And in Gods name lets see
Black Michael Keep back you curs
Michael come and light for her

If it were a three cornered light T

might yet bear my part L turned the
key In the door and looked out

XIX
Face to Face In the Forrext

For a moment I could see nothing
for the glare of lanterns and torches
caught mo full In the eyes from the
other side of the bridge But soon the
scene grew clear pnd It was a strange
scene The bridge was in its place At
the far end of it stood a group of the
Dukes servants two or three carried
the lights which had dazzled me three
or four held pikes In rest They were
huddled together their weapons pro-
truded

¬

before them their faces were
pale and agitated To put it plainly
they looked In as arrant a fright as 1

have seen men look and they gazed
apprehensively at a man who stood in
the middle of the bridge sword in
hand Rupert Hentzau was in his
trousers and shirt the white linen was
stained with blood but his easy buoy-
ant

¬

pose told me that ho was himself
either not touched at all or merely
scratched There he stood holding the
bridge against them and daring them
to come on or rather bidding them
and Black Michael to him and they
having no firearms cowered before the
desperate man and dared not attack
him They whispered to one another
and in the backmost rank I saw my
friend Johann leuninf against the por-
tal

¬

of tho door and stanching with a
handkerchief the blood which flowed
from a wound in his cheek

By marvelous chance I was master
The cravens would oppose me no more
than they dared attack Rupert I had
but to raise my revolver and I sent
him to his account with his sins on his
head He did not so much as know
that I was there T did nothing why
I hardly know to this day I had killed
one man stealthily that night and an ¬

other by luck rather than skill per-
haps

¬

It was that Again villain as the
man was I did not relish being one of
a crowd against him perhaps it was
that But stronger than cither of these
restraining feelings came a curiosity
and a fascination which held me spell-
bound

¬

watching for the outcome of thfc
scene

Michael you dog Michael If you
can stand come on cried Rupert
and ho advanced a step tho group
shrinking back a little before him
Michael you bastard come on
The answer to his taunts came In

the wild cry of a woman
Hes dead My God hes dead
Dead shouted Rupert I struck

better than I knew and he laughed
triumphantly Then ho went on

Down with your weapons there Imyour master now Down with them
I say

I believa they would have obeyed
but as he spoke camo new things First
there aroso a distant sound as of
shouts and knockings from the other
side of tho chateau My heart leaped
It must be my men come by a happy
dlsobedicnco to seek me The noiso
continued but none of the rest seemed
to heed it Their attention was chained

King and perhaps me also bad it not I by waat now feaanaivart bete thuir

Tyfjiti exftkt

eyes The group of servants parted
and a woman daggered on to tho
bridge Antoinette de Mauban was In
a loose whiter robe her dark hair
streamed overiher shoulders her faco
was ghastly pale and her eyes gleamed
wildly In the light of the torches In
her shaking-- hand she held a revolver
and as she tottered forward she fired
at Rupert Hentzau Tho ball missed
him and struck the woodwork over my
head

Faith Madame laughed Rupert
had your eyes been no more deadly

man your shooting I had not been in
this scrape now Black Michael in
hell to night

Sho took no notice of - his words
With a wonderful effort sho calmed
hcrseir till sho stood still and rigid
Then very slowly and deliberatclr she
began to ralsev her anrr again taking
most careful aim

He would be mad to risk It Ife must
rush on her chancing the bullet or
reircat toward me I covered him withmy weapon

lie did neither Before sho hai1 got
her aim he bowed In his most graceful
fashion cried I cant kill whore Jv
kissed and before she or I could utop
him laid his hand on tho parapet of
the bridge and lightly leaped into the
moat

At the very moment I heard a ruh
of feet and a voice I knew Sapts
cry God its the Duke lead Then
I knew that the King needed mc no
more nnd throwing down my revolver
I sprang out on the bridge Them was
a cry of wild wonder The King and
then I like Rupert Hentzau sw ml in
hand vaulted over tin parapet intnnt
on finishing my quarrel with him
where I saw his curly head 15 yards oft
in the water of the moat

He swam swiftly and easily I was
weary and hair crippled with my
wounded arm I could not gain n hi
For a time I made no sound but as we
rounded the corner of the dd keep I
cried

Stop Rupert stop
I saw him look over his shoulder

but ho swam en lie was under the
bank now searching ay I guessed for
a spot that he could climb I knew
there to be none but there uas my
rope which would still be hanging
where I had left It He would enmc
to where it was before I could Per ¬

haps he would miss it perhaps hf
would find it and if he drew It up
after him he would get a good start of
me I put forth all my remaining
strength and pressed on At last 1

began to gain on him for lie occu ¬

pied with his search unconsciously
slackened his pace

Ah he had found It A low shout
of triumph camo from him He 1 id
hold of it and began to haul hiniselt
up I was near enough to hear him
muttor How the devil omeM this
here I was at the rope and he
hanging in midair saw me but I could
not reach him

Hullo whos here ho cried in
startled tones

For a moment I believe he took m
for the King I dare say I va pje
enough to lend color to tho thought
but an Instant later he cried

Why its tho play actor How came
you here man

And so saying he gained the bank
I laid hold of the rope but I paused

He stood on the bank sword In hand
and he could cutiny head open or spit
me through the lieart as I camo up
I let go the ropet

Never minrliRaId I but as Im
here I think Til stay

Ho smiled down on mc
These women arc the deuce he

began when suddenly the-- great bell
of tho castle began to ring furiously
and a loud shout reached us from the
moat

Rupert smiled again and waved his
hand to mc

jQ jgw X

I should like a turn with you bat
its a little too hot said he and h
disappeared from above me

In an instant without thinking of
danger I laid my hand to tho rope I
was up I saw him 30 yards off run-
ning

¬

like a deer toward the shelter of
tho forest For once Rupert Hentzau
had chosen discretion for his part I
laid my feet to tho ground and rushed
after him calling to him to stand He
would not Unwounded and vigorous
he gained on me at every step but
forgetting everything in tho world ex-
cept

¬

him and my thirst for his blood
I pressed on nnd soon the deep shades
of the forest of Zcnda engulfed ua both
pursued and pursuer

It was 3 oclock now and day was
dawning I was on a long straight
grass avenue and 100 yards ahead ran
young Rupert his curls waving In the
fresh breeze I was weary and panting
he looked over his shoulder and waved
his hand again to me Ho was mock-
ing

¬

me for he saw he had the pace of
me I was forced to pause for breath
A moment later Rupert turned sharply
to the right and was lost from my
sight

I thought all was over and In deep
vexation sank on the ground But I
was up again directly for a scream
rang through the forest a womans
scream Putting forth the last of my
strength I ran on to the place where
he-- had turned out of sight and turn-
ing

¬

also I saw him again But alas
I could not touch him He was In the
act of lifting- - a girl down from her
horse doubtless it was her scream
that I heard She looked like a small
farmers or a peasants daughter and
she carried a basket on her arm Prob ¬

ably she was on her way to the early
market at Zenda Her horse was a
stout well shaped animal Master Ru-
pert

¬

lifted her down amid her shrieks
the sight of him frightened her but
he treated her gently laughed kissed
her and gave her money Then he
jumped on the horse sitting sideways
like a woman and than he waited for
mc I on my part waited for him

Presently he rode toward me keep-
ing

¬

his distance however He lifted
up his hand saying

What did you in the castle
I killed three of your friends

said I
What You got to the cells
Yes
And the King
He was hurt by Detchard before I

killed Detchard but I pray that he
lives

You fool said Rupert pleasantly
One thing more I did
And whats that
I spared your life I was behind

you on the bridge with a revolver in
my hand

No Faith I was between two
fires

Get off your horse I cried and
fight like a man

Before a lady said he pointing to
tho girl Fie your Majesty

Then In my rage hardly knowing
what I did I rushed at him For a
moment he seemed to waver Then
he reined his horse In and stood wait ¬

ing for me On I went in my folly I
seized tho bridle and I struck at him
He parried and thrust at me I fell
back a pace and rushed In at him
again and this time I reached his face
and laid his cheek opo and darted
back before he could strike me He
seemed almost mazed at the fierceness
of my attack otherwise I think he
must have killed me I sank on my
knee panting expecting him to ride
at me And so he would have done
and then and there I doubt not one
or both of us would have died but at
the moment there came a shout from
behind us and looking round I saw
Just at the turn of the avenue a man
on a horse He was riding hard and
he carried a revolver in his hand It

had the
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was Fritz von my faithful
friend saw him and knew that
the game was up He his rush
at me and flung his leg over the sad ¬

dle but yet for just a ho
waited ho tossed
his hair oft his and smiled
and said

Au revoir Rudolf Rassendyll
Then with his cheek streaming

blood but his lips and his
body with case and grace he
bowed to me and he bowed to the
farm girl who had drawn near in

and he waved
his hand to Fritz who was just
range and let fly a shot-- at him The
ball cami nigh doing its work for it
struck thp sword he held and he

the sword with an oath wring ¬

ing his and his heels
hard in his horses belly and rode
away at a gallop

And I him go down the
long avenue riding as he rode
for his pleasure and as he went
for all there was that gash in his
cheek

Once again he turned to wave his
hand and then the gloom of the thick-
ets

¬

swallowed him and he was lost
from our sight Thus he

and wary graceful and grace ¬

less handsome vile un
conquered And I flung my sword ¬

on the ground and cried to
to ride after him Fritz

stopped his horse and leaped down
and ran to me and knelt his
arm about me And indeed it was
time for the wound that Detchard had
given me was broken forth afresh anu
my blood was the

Then give me the horse I cried
staggering to my feet and throwing his
arms oft me And the of my
rage carried me so far as the
horse stood and then I fell prone be
side it And Fritz knelt by me again

Fritz I said
Aye friend dear friend said he

tender as a woman
Is the King alive

He took his handkerchief and wiped
my lips and bent and kissed me on the

Thanks to the most gallant gentle
man that lives said he softly the
King is alive

The little farm girl stood by us
for fright and wide eyed won-

der
¬

for she had seen me at Zerida
and was not I pallid dripping foul
and as I was yet was not I
the King

And when I heard King was
alive I strove to cry But I
could not speak and I laid my head
back in Fritzs arms and closed my
eyes and then lest Frita
should do me wrong In fift thtmghts I
opened my eyes and tried4osay Hur-
rah

¬

again But I could not And
being very tired and now very cold I
huddled myself close up to Fritz to get
the warmth of and shut my eyes
again and went to sleep

To be

The Army Chart
Editor National I

the Army Chart that me
I am very much with it I
have it and hung in my bed-
room

¬

where I can see it until I am
to answer the last roll

call Robert Harrisburg
Pa

m

of War
Editor National In order

to learn how lime is with the
civil war soldiers who were prisoners
for a long time I would like to ask the
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chsisa any cre of fhres great War Books or an Army Chart with THE

TRIBUNE one year for 1

Offer until November 15
We decided to all the first of this month but owing to fact that we are out sample copies to a number

of veterans we have decided to give them a to secure one of these on the same terms that we have offered these
premiums to our regular subscribers have therefore extended this to November 15

During the past year THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE has been a number of very premiums to its subscribers We have given
away over copies of Washington During War Time more 50000 Army Charts more than 30000 of a
Locomotive and 30000 copies of When and Where We Met Each These have involved heavy expense besides
the cost of the premiums there has been spent in postage alone in these premiums upwards of 15000 We have on hand a
number of copies of each of these which we offer together with a subscription until November 15 when all
will be withdrawn

We intend to with the of premiums the paper much better We have always considered that THE NATIONAL
TRIBUNE alone was a dollar during the coming year every subscriber secure more than his dollars worth in the alone

THE TRIBUNE has just moved into its new at 519 13th Street Northwest in the business center of Washington and
near the principal hotels the Departments of the We intend to install new machinery and to make THE NATIONAL
TRIBUNE better than ever In order to carry the expense of this improved machinery better quality of we will use in printing
The NATIONAL TRIBUNE after the first of the year it may be to increase the subscription We believe that you want the paper
during the coming year and you can secure it together with a handsome premium by renewing now at the old One

feel that premiums offered below are the very best that any publisher could offer After having sent out over of
books and charts we have received no complaints regarding the character of the and thousands of receiving these
have written us satisfaction j
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The Army of the Potomac
or The Army of the James
or Tlie Armies of tho and West A

or Tho Army of the Ohio -
or The Army of the Tennessee -

or The Army of the
or The Army of the Gulf
or The Armies of the

Sometimes known as the Army of the Frontier

IF YOU IIAD Tins
you should now get by all means a Chart of the Army In which you served
with your service certified under seal You should frame this Chart and hang
it on your wall or preserve it for others to do so It Is a proud
fairly won and every Union soldier owes it to himself and posterity to ona
of these Charts or more than one if he served in more than one army

OP THE CHARTS
Each Chart contains a careful epitome of the histories of that particular

Army and of its Corps Also a of its more important
battles and A great deal of accurate history is into
a small space whore it can be read at a glance It has fine half¬

tone portraits of Army and Corps set upon a beau
tiful of the National Colors it is printed and upon
tine heavy paper suitable for framing

ORDER BliAXK

Inclosed find 1 payment of a years to THE TRIB ¬

UNE and for the premium checked below Both book or Chart and paper arc
to be sent postpaid

This offer Is limited to November 151906 after which date all will
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